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Public procurement entails the acquisitions of public goods as well as services ranging from military aircraft to motor vehicles. There exist well-laid principles of international competitive bidding. The protocols as guided by the ICB include crafting the tender, evaluation to the contract award. In the procurement, process corruption would take place when there is a clear misuse of the public office by the officer. In this case, the act is intentional, a recognizable benefit and acquired benefit is a direct return from the act of corruption. 
Angel Barbosa is accused of obtaining "favors" from the accounting firm KPMG while he ensured that the KPMG was awarded major contracts with the transit agency. The officer was hired to watch out for the taxpayers as well as the MTA's bottom line but ended up engaging in the bribery scheme. An official from New York City's Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) narrated that Angel was seeking favors and in return do KPMG favors[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION] 

The MTA has been the main procurement officer since 2013 and KPMG was awarded contracts by the agency. KPMG's role was to aid to streamline its multibillion-dollar budget as well as reduce expenses. Barbosa was fired and investigated on the alleged scheme by the office of the MTA Inspector General.  This incidence is evidence of numerous scandals in the procurement by the procurement officers in both the private and public sector[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Furfaro D., & Kosman, J.  (2017). MTA financial exec fired for allegedly bribing accounting giant] 

The corruption incidences of any department usually impede the economic development, disturb market systems as well as generate inefficiencies since it narrows down competition, trade alongside the foreign direct investment. The article reveals that corruption can take place in various violations of the procurement regulations or e even though the legitimate deviations from the said rules. Mr. Barbosa flouted the procurement rules to KPMG by designing tenders as well as facilitating confidential information to favor the KPMG and in return for kickbacks[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Mulligan, D. K., & Bamberger, K. A. (2019). Procurement as policy: Administrative process for machine learning.] 

The Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) refers to a set of principles that govern the government procurement process. Its main purpose is to offer guidance to the purchase of goods as well as services and all the government agencies including MTA are mandated to adhere to FAR.  The FAR allows for the agency head to issue or authorize the issuance of the agency's acquisition regulations which execute the FAR alongside agency policies, procedures, and any contract clauses that control the contracting processes between the agency and contractors. It also prescribes that the agency head can delegate the responsibilities to any officers within the organization. 
Mr. Barbosa was then the head procurement officer and the agency head had delegated the mandate to foresee the procurement in MTA agency. In this case, he was in a position to influence the award committee on his way hence competitive bidding was deprived and KPMG ended up winning lucrative tenders. 
The federal acquisition regulations (FAR) do facilitate adequate protection of the collective buying power to the American people.  This is because they set up the roles of agency heads and any players in the procurement of goods and services in the agencies. It also sets out the punitive measures on the officers and contracting firms that breach the procurement regulations spelled out in FAR[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Johnson, T. R., Feng, P., Sitzabee, W., & Jernigan, M. (2013). Federal acquisition regulation applied to alliancing contract practices.] 

The executive branch is not the appropriate branch but legislative to effectuate change that must ensure checks and balances regarding the procurement of goods and services for the united states government. There is a need for the external parties such as the legislative branch to evaluate whether the FAR regulations were promptly adhered to in any contract award by the government and agencies. Proper scrutiny would ensure the procurement officers adhere to the FAR regulations to avoid conflicts and personal responsibilities in case of corruption incidences detected. 
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